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  alling on the public to demand nothing short of safe finishes formulated 
  from sustainable resources, Vermont Natural Coatings has broken ranks 
with the national coatings industry to support a California Supreme Court ruling 
upholding stringent air quality safety regulations for coatings, including wood 
finishes.The ruling confirms the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s 
(SCAQMD) authority to enact future air quality rules on architectural and industrial 
coatings even if technology doesn’t currently exist to meet such standards.
 “We wholeheartedly endorse the California Supreme Court decision and call 
on all states, including our home state of Vermont, to enact legislation that protects 
the public from health hazards associated with toxic finishes of any kind,” said 
Vermont Natural Coatings Founder and President Andrew B. Meyer. “We have 
proven that safe, high performance finishes can be formulated from sustainable 
resources free of all carcinogens and mutagens. The public should demand 
nothing less for living and working environments, especially for schools.”
 Vermont Natural Coatings’ patented PolyWhey® technology has emerged as a 
new category of wood finish that performs like solvent-based finish, applies with 
the ease of water borne finish but without the negative qualities associated with 
each. PolyWhey uses natural whey protein to displace toxic components such as 
benzene and formaldehyde traditionally found in wood finishes.
 The American Coatings Association (ACA) voiced opposition to the 
court decision, saying “the court’s ruling will now require paint and coatings 
manufacturers to reassess whether it is feasible to remain in the market in Southern 
California since doing so could negatively affect their ability to produce high-
quality, high-performing products.” The SCAQMD regulations for wood finishes 

Vermont Natural Coatings Breaks With  
Industry to Support California Supreme Court 
Decision on Safe Wood Finishes

C

Continued on page 2 

Be sure to catch us at: 

Vermont Fine Furniture & Woodworking Festival, 
 September 29 & 30 at the Union Arena  

in Woodstock, Vermont

Architecture Boston Expo, November 14-16  
at the Boston Convention & Exhibition Center

GreenBuild, November 14-16  
at the Moscone Center, San Francisco
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 elcome to the premier edition of A Better Whey. Summer is in 
 glorious full swing here in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom; our gardens  
are in bloom, we’ve already enjoyed a bumper crop of strawberries, some 
fabulous kayaking and cycling and have lots of news to catch up on. We’ve been 
incredibly busy lately, introducing new products, being featured in a television 
news story about safe floor finishes and building our network of Vermont  
Natural Coatings dealers. We look forward to sharing news from our hometown  
of Hardwick as well as from our great dealers, contractors and PolyWhey® 

devotees across North America. We’re also eager for you to share how you  
came to find A Better Whey of finishing floors, furniture and exteriors.

Dairy, Whey & Science — the PolyWhey® Story

 olyWhey technology has emerged as a new category of wood finish 
 with the performance of a traditional oil-based finish, the application ease  
of waterborne coatings but without 
the negatives associated with each. 
PolyWhey started as collaboration 
among Vermont farmers, furniture 
makers and scientists at the 
University of Vermont to expand 
the value of Vermont’s agricultural 
and forestry industries. Whey 
protein, a byproduct of cheese 
making, is the linchpin ingredient 
in our patented formula that 
displaces toxic components 
traditionally found in wood finish, like benzene and formaldehyde. The result  
is a naturally durable, safe and easy to use finish that meets the highest 
professional and environmental standards. Our products meet or exceed the 
strictest VOC standards in all 50 states and Canada. As we continue to manufacture 
our premium coatings and create innovative new products, we’ll keep looking  
to our agricultural roots to seek better, cleaner and safer products; for the planet  
and all of us who share it.
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are established by the amount of volatile organic compounds (VOC) per liter of 
product. Vermont Natural Coatings products are currently available in California 
and will continue to be available. VNC finishes meet or fall below VOC limits  
in all 50 states and Canada.
 “Our own Vermont Department of Health recently articulated, clearly, 
the potential health hazards associated with the application and off gassing 
associated with traditional solvent-based floor finishes that contain toxins like 
benzene and formaldehyde,” Meyer continued. “As a parent of two young 
children I know the importance of improving air quality in public places, 
particularly in schools. It is imperative that we address the dangers of toxic 
fumes from chemical cleaners and newly finished floors.”

www.vermontnaturalcoatings.com or 888.639.9439
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From the President

Thank you for your interest 
in Vermont Natural Coatings 
naturally derived PolyWhey® 
wood finishes. I started the 
company out of conviction 
that what people put on their 
floors, furniture and cabinets 
is connected with their beliefs 
about what makes their 
community a better place.  
I believe the choices we make 
about which materials are used 
in our homes and places of work 
should include consideration  
for health and the environment.

Every day our company connects 
with people in Austin, San 
Francisco, Seattle and New York 
City who want better food, safer 
products, a change in the way 
new products are developed and 
the ingredients that go into them. 
We manufacture our products 
in my hometown of Hardwick, 
Vermont, where my family 
has operated an organic dairy 
farm for generations. Vermont 
Natural Coatings has grown by 
building strong relationships 
with contractors, architects and 
homeowners. Each connection  
is based on providing the very  
best in wood protection, while 
making application and living 
conditions dramatically better.

I look forward to hearing from 
you about how we can improve 
our products or services and 
your ideas for new products 
that reflect our values and 
commitment to community,  
the local environment and  
better whey of doing business.

Thanks,

Andrew B. Meyer
Founder and President



Vermont Natural Coatings MVP Sport Floor Finish  
Featured in Hardwood Floors Magazine

Recommended application system: For most gymnasium and sport court applications apply one coat Vermont 
Natural Coatings MVP Sport Floor Sealer and 3-4 coats of PolyWhey MVP Sport Floor Finish. Compatibility: PolyWhey 
MVP Sport Floor Finish will adhere to most stains, sealers and finishes after proper preparation and dry times. Wood 
species can affect the stain, sealer and finish results. Prepare a sample board or test area to confirm desired appearance 
and compatibility. Surface preparation: Sand and prepare flooring using industry standards. Vacuum and wipe surface 
clean. Recommended applicators: T-bar. Application: Stir finish before applying. Pour a 3” bead of finish near the 
starting wall. Use a dampened T-bar sleeve and pull the finish with the grain of the wood. Maintain a wet edge at all 
times. Feather out all turns. Avoid moving too quickly and maintain steady medium pressure to avoid applicator drips. 
Allow the first coat to dry 2 hours. High humidity and/or low temperature conditions may increase dry time. For best 
results apply in temps between 65ºF-80ºF with a relative humidity of 40%-60%. Allow final coat to dry at least 48 hours 
before use. Covers approximately 600-700 square feet per gallon. Between coats: For best results screen between 
coats. Always vacuum and tack thoroughly with a clean cotton cloth and Vermont Natural Coatings Wood Cleaner. 
Clean up and storage: Wipe excess finish out of the container threads with a clean cloth prior to sealing. Brushes and 
equipment can be cleaned with warm, soapy water. Store in a dry, ventilated and cool place and keep from freezing. 
Keep lid closed tightly and container in an upright position away from fire, open flame, or excessive heat. Pot life: 
Finish in properly re-sealed containers can be used for 12 months from the date of manufacture. Re-coating: Be sure 
any wax, polish or oily residue is removed before recoating. Screen as needed then vacuum and tack thoroughly 
with a clean cotton cloth and Vermont Natural Coatings Wood Cleaner. If applying over other finishes, always test for 
compatibility. Curing: Allow one week for full product cure. Use only dry mop for cleaning during the first week for 
full product cure. Floor care: Sweep or vacuum daily as needed with Vermont Natural Coatings Wood Cleaner. 
PRECAUTIONS: Vermont Natural Coatings’ PolyWhey products have low VOC levels, but should still be used with 
adequate ventilation. Provide sufficient fresh air circulation. If ventilation is inadequate, use an organic vapor/particulate 
respirator approved by NIOSH/MSHA for spray mist vapors. When sanding a dried film, use a dust/mist respirator 
approved by NIOSH/MSHA. Wear protective gloves and splash goggles or safety glasses with side shields. Keep out  
of reach of children! Do not take internally! Avoid contact with eyes and prolonged contact with skin. This product 
is not flammable, but all polymer film can burn and containers can explode if exposed to extreme heat or fire. Avoid 
breathing fumes of burning dry coating. Extinguish with foam, CO2, dry chemicals, or water fog. BEFORE USING SEE 
MATERIAL DATA SAFETY SHEET. Ingredients: Urethane dispersion, acrylic emulsion, water, whey protein. See MSDS 
for hazardous ingredient information. Contains less than 95g/L VOC.

Vermont Natural Coatings, Inc.
Hardwick, Vermont
Voice: 802-472-8700  Fax: 802-472-8755 Toll free: 888-639-9439
info@vermontnaturalcoatings.com
U.S. Patent No. 7,556,862 ©Vermont Natural Coatings, 2012
www.vermontnaturalcoatings.com

PREPARATION, APPLICATION AND STORAGE
Vermont Natural Coatings MVP Sport Floor™ is a 
superior, high gloss, single component finish formulated 
exclusively for use on gymnasium and other hardwood 
sport floors. Durable and easy to maintain, MVP Sport 
Floor uses proprietary PolyWhey® technology to achieve 
uncompromising performance, outstanding mar and 
scratch resistance and low VOCs (<95g/l). A neutral odor, 
great coverage, quick drying, easy cleanup and long life 
make MVP Sport Floor the preferred recreation floor 
finish. MVP Sport Floor is certified by the Maple Flooring 
Manufacturers Association.

About Vermont Natural Coatings

Vermont Natural Coatings PolyWhey® was created through 
a collaboration of farmers, woodworkers and scientists  
at the University of Vermont to introduce a new 
generation of cutting edge, naturally derived finishes 
that establish the highest professional and environmental 
standards. Whey protein, a by-product of cheese making, 
is the linchpin ingredient that gives PolyWhey its unique 
characteristics that outperform traditional coatings 
and finishes. PolyWhey is durable, safe and displaces 
toxic ingredients found in other finishes. We are the 
independent leader in the next generation of proprietary, 
innovative coatings technology.

Great coverage:  
600-700 Square feet

Outstanding mar  
and scratch resistance

Single component 
finish

MVP Sport Floor Finish

Professional Wood Finish 
Made Green™

Vermont Natural Coatings  
products comply in their respective 
categories with VOC emission limits  

in all 50 states and Canada and  
meet requirements of Environmental 

Quality Credit 4.2 under LEED®.

≤ 95 g/L VOC ≤ 275 g/L VOC

128 fl. oz./1 gal. (3.78L)

MADE IN HARDWICK, VERMONT USA

Gloss

  ermont Natural Coatings MVP Sport Floor Finish,  
  a non-toxic high performance finish for gymnasiums 
and wood racquet sport courts, has been profiled in the 
latest edition of Hardwood Floors, the magazine of the 
National Wood Flooring Association. The magazine is 
published from Madison, Wisconsin. 
 “MVP Sport Floor Finish is  
made using patented whey 
technology, resulting in a safe, 
durable finish,” the magazine 
reported. “The product, which is 
approved by the Maple Flooring 
Manufacturers Association,  
contains no harmful chemicals,  
has a neutral odor and lets a  
gym floor be finished in as little  
as a day.”  
 “MVP Sport Floor meets 
the highest performance and 
environmental standards,” said 
David Dillon, Vermont Natural 
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Coatings Director of Sales and Marketing. “Independent 
testing confirms that MVP Sport Floor delivers the durability 
and performance of traditional finishes without any of 
the harmful side effects. MVP Sport Floor is made from 
sustainable resources and meets or exceeds the most 
demanding performance guidelines.”    

This really is a game changer 
for schools, health clubs and 
community centers because they 
can refinish floors without having 
to ventilate the building or send 
students home, because MVP Sport 
Floor Finish is neutral in odor and 
has low VOC content. 
 The finish can be applied over 
existing court floor finishes or 
used in combination with Vermont 
Natural Coatings MVP Sport Floor 
Sealer for newly installed floors  
or those sanded to bare wood.  

“I applied PolyWhey exterior to my deck and it looked 
beautiful . . . until it rained the next morning. The porch 
was covered with what appeared to be milky white  

blisters and blotches. What’s causing that and what should I do?”

The short answer is nothing! What happened is that before 
your topcoat of PolyWhey Exterior had fully cured, the rain 

reacted with the water and whey protein in the coating, causing the 
bubbles you see on the surface. While it might appear alarming, there’s 
really no need to do anything because as the deck surface dries, the 
coating will revert to the desired finish. When fully cured, the deck 
will shed any moisture.   

PolyWhey® Pro Tips from Larry Duane, 
Vermont Natural Coatings Technical Advisor

www.vermontnaturalcoatings.com or 888.639.9439



From the Green Mountains To The Rockies:  
McGuckin Hardware in Boulder
 McGuckin Hardware, an iconic mainstay in the center of Boulder  
for more than half century is one of Vermont Natural Coatings new  
dealers and already has established itself as a tremendous advocate  
for PolyWhey® finishes among its many loyal shoppers.   
 “One of the most innovative products of Vermont’s Green  
Mountains has been a welcome addition to our store in the foothills  
of the Rockies,” says McGuckin President Dave Hight.  
 When McGuckin Hardware was founded by avid fisherman  
Bill McGuckin in 1955 the store employed four people in four  
departments. Today, the company operates a 60,000 square foot  
store, a 55,000 square foot distribution center and employs 315.

VNC Case Study

 Water Fresh Farm in Hopkinton, Massachusetts is a division of American 
Hydroponics, a successful vegetable growing operation with 20,000 square feet 
of greenhouse space. Water Fresh Farm was developed to bring a year-round 
farmer’s market space to Hopkinton for American Hydroponics offerings along 
with many other area vendors. Water Fresh Farm puts fresh, naturally grown  
food on the tables of its customers. 
 It is that mission that led them to Vermont Natural Coatings to provide color 
for their new barn. Constructed by Vermont-based Geobarns, the facility‘s exterior 
shiplap siding is coated with PolyWhey Exterior finish in Barn Red. This color 
was developed expressly for Water Fresh Farm and is now available at retail 
outlets nationwide. 
 Interior office floors and ceilings are coated with PolyWhey interior wood 
finishes. Geobarns modified post & beam with diagonal framing design was 
chosen to portray a traditional New England barn complete with silo.

“While matching our 
desire to be “green”, 
the folks from 
Vermont Natural 
Coatings were kind 
enough to create 
a rich, barn red 
exterior stain for us 
that is not only safe 
and easy to apply, 
but also stunningly 
beautiful.” 

– Jeffrey Barton, 
owner

Location:  
Hopkinton, MA

Description:  
Commercial

Product:  
PolyWhey® Exterior 
Barn Red

Project: 
Water Fresh Farm

To find out more  
go to: 
waterfreshfarm.com 
geobarns.com
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Toll free: (888) 639-9439 / (802) 472-8700 or info@vermontnaturalcoatings.com  
MAILING ADDRESS: PO Box 512, Hardwick, VT 05843

VNC Dealer Profile

McGuckin Hardware, tucked in the 
foothills of the Rockies.

http://www.facebook.com/VermontNaturalCoatings

mailto:info@vermontnaturalcoatings.com
http://www.facebook.com/VermontNaturalCoatings
http://www.facebook.com/VermontNaturalCoatings

